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INDIAN LAW TEAM PLACES THIRD IN NATION 
MISSOULA-
A team of University of Montana law students recently placed third at a national moot 
court competition sponsored by the Native American Law Student Association.
UM’s Ryan Rusche and Mato Standing High competed against 49 other teams at the 
ninth annual NALSA competition, held March 2-4 in Portland, Ore. The event was hosted by 
Lewis & Clark College’s law school.
In the moot court competition, nearly 100 American Indian law students presented 
appellate arguments during three days of competitive rounds. Two-person teams earned points 
by arguing a 30-minute case about treaty rights and Pacific Northwest salmon recovery issues. 
Real-world judges, federal Indian law attorneys and professors from across the country served as 
mock U.S. Supreme Court judges in the competition.
Rusche and Standing High’s third place overall was complimented by a second-place 
award for their brief. Rusche also was recognized as third-best oralist, making UM the first school 
to place in the top third in all three categories in the history of the competition.
"What’s great about (the win) is it shows we have a good Indian law program that teaches 
students how to address Indian law issues on a variety of levels," said Maylinn Smith, director of
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UM’s Indian Law Clinic.
Rusche is an Assiniboine and Sioux tribal member from Montana’s Fort Peck 
Reservation. Standing High is a Sioux from the Rosebud Reservation in South Dakota. Both 
are third-year law students.
Another UM team, second-year students Eldena Bear Don’t Walk and Dan Decker Jr., 
placed 10th in the competition. Bear Don’t Walk is Salish and Crow from the Flathead and 
Crow reservations in Montana, and Decker also is Salish.
Teams from Hawaii and Ohio placed first and second in the competition.
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